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PRESIDENT’S REPORT (2018) 

It is pleasing to be able to present this Report to the Board after an extremely hectic 10 months since the
AGM held in Canberra in November 2017. One of my earliest conversations occurred with a QVC 
member who asked what my Agenda was as the incoming VCA President. It caught ma a little on the 
back foot but very quickly I realised that people were watching and that they expected action. With the 
benefit of that discussion I feel that I am now able to respond to that question.

1. Governance: 
1.1 Following the AGM and the Motions that were passed it was evident that all official VCA 

documents commencing with the Constitution needed to be modified to accommodate 
future plans for the organisation. Other documents to undertake change included the VCA 
Administrative Manual, VCA Championship Manual and VCA Representative Teams & Tours 
Manual. This was a major undertaking which was very capably managed by Ian Fraser. Thank
you Ian for undertaking this arduous task. 

1.2 VCA has held 3 meetings during the year - 17 Nov, 9 Feb, 24 April and a teleconference on 7 
June. I am finding that email is sometimes not getting desired responses. For the coming 
year, I am anticipating that I will conduct monthly teleconferences in an effort to maintain 
momentum and get outcomes on key elements of our operation. Dates for meetings will be 
published following the General Meeting.

1.3 It is expected that Australian Over 40’s and 50’s Cricket Association will join VCA as an 
Affiliate Member following the AGM. This will now enable VCA to have oversight of all future
developments within Over 50’s, 60’s and 70’s Cricket across Australia. The Over 50’s have 
embarked on an extensive program during 2018. Details will follow. 

1.4 At our February meeting, the VCA Board adopted an IT Strategy which has now become 
Policy. My thanks are extended to Greg Searle for his efforts in bringing the Policy together 
and for the guidance that he has provided to VCA.

1.5 The VCA Website has been well managed by Steve Marshall who has provided excellent 
support and advice throughout the year. Thanks Steve

1.6 In April VCA undertook its first ever Planning Conference to develop a Strategic Plan.
I am delighted to advise that Cricket Australia provided the venue for this conference as well 
as access to CA Staff for the planning process. After lengthy discussions and consultation the 
Strategic Plan 2018 – 2022 is expected to be adopted at today’s AGM. This was a very 
worthwhile exercise in which the participants were able to focus on key points that would be
integral to future direction and growth of Veterans Cricket in Australia. Currently VCA has 
just on 2500 veterans involved in cricket across the Nation.

2. Cricket
2.1 Thank you to the States and the Centres which hosted the England Over 70’s National side in

March this year. The Australians defeated England 3 nil to hold the ‘silver ashes’. This Tour 
was followed by a return ashes series held in England and Wales and has just recently been 



completed. Unfortunately for the Aussies the ‘silver ashes’ remained in England after a 2-1 
loss. Congratulations to Arthur Pritchard and Ian Petherick and their respective teams.

2.2  Ross Madsen has been at the forefront as the VCA Manager of MyCricket. He has been 
instrumental in working with all States to assist with any aspects of the program that were 
problematic. Thankyou Ross.

2.3 New Zealand has agreed to host a visit by Australian Over 60’s in February/March 2019 and 
information has been sent to the States for distribution to potential players. Australia will 
host a return series against the Kiwis in Summer 2019/20.

2.4 At Easter the National Over 50’s Championships were played in Orange.  Another major 
event will take place in Brisbane in October to enable the selection of an Australian World 
Cup Over 50’s Team.

2.5 The National Over 70’s Championships are currently being conducted at Sunshine Coast with
14 participating teams. 

2.6 The National Over 60’s Championships will be conducted in Penrith in November with 32 
participating teams.

2.7 It is pleasing to note the advances being made in most States between the Veterans and the 
State Cricket Associations. This can only be helpful to our future development.

3. Sponsorship
3.1 The way forward for VCA is still clouded by virtue of the fact that it has, as yet, failed to 

secure a major sponsor. Future plans for growth are stifled until VCA’s financial future can be
assured.

3.2 Cricket Australia supports VCA with the provision of some funds towards the staging of 
National Championship. This is a valuable contribution to its operation. Our thanks are 
extended for this support.

3.3 Thanks are also extended to Kingsgrove Sports Centre and Mr Harry Solomons for his great 
contribution. As a member of VCNSW, Mr Solomons is fully aware of the lack of funding and 
sponsorship that VCA has been able to generate.  Whilst some States have sponsorship 
arrangements in place with existing suppliers, VCA encourages all of its members to seek a 
quote from Kingsgrove Sports when placing orders for apparel or equipment.

4. Cricket Australia
4.1 During the year VCA was surprised to learn that Mr Nick Hatzoglou who had been the point 

of contact with CA since inception left CA to accept a position with the Football Federation 
of Victoria. VCA appreciated the support and advice provided by Nick, who has joined the 
over 50’s ranks. Best wishes are extended to Nick in his new role. In the ensuing restructure 
at Mid Year, Scott Tutton who was appointed to the role of Club and Competitions Manager 
became the VCA contact person at CA. VCA welcomes Scott to the new role in anticipation 
that a very strong relationship will be forged between the two parties.

5. Appreciation. 
5.1 Thank you to all who have contributed to VCA’s busy year particularly Board Secretary Ross 

Chapman, Treasurer Neville Crane and Mal Coleman for the work he has done with the over 
50’s. Thanks also to Ian Fraser for his ongoing support and advice

5.2  With regard to the Over 70’s home tour and the UK tour, thanks to Joel McGlynn our Tour 
Manager who arranged much of the Over 70’s home tour and UK tour and Chris Tobin and 
his co-selectors Bill Dobson, Ross Chapman and John Fryer . 

5.3 Our thanks are also extended to Gil McGrath, Andrew Knight and David Head for the conduct
of 50’s and 60’s National Championships.



5.4 Thanks and congratulations to Australian Team Captains Arthur Pritchard Ian Petherick and 
Manager Lindsay Fisher and all of the 70’s players who so proudly donned the ‘baggy green’  
and represented Australia so valiantly.    
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President VCA
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